
Isaiah 35 (ESV) 
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like 
the crocus; 2 it shall blossom abundantly and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who have an 
anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, with the 
recompense of God. He will come and save 
you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then shall the lame man leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they 
lie down, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 8 And a highway shall be there, and it 
shall be called the Way of Holiness; the 
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong 
to those who walk on the way; even if they 
are fools, they shall not go astray. 9 No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 
 

James 5:7-11 (ESV) 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8 You also, be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers, so 
that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an 
example of suffering and patience, brothers, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name 
of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those 
blessed who remained steadfast. You 
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 
and you have seen the purpose of the 
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful. 
 

Matthew 11:2-15 (ESV) 
2 Now when John heard in prison about the 
deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. 6 And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by 
me.”7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What 
then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear 
soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 What 
then did you go out to 
see? Aprophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is 
written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ 11 Truly, I say to you, 
among those born of women there has 
arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by 
force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, 14 and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear. 
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 In the Name of Jesus      

Theme of the Day ~ The Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ Brings True Rejoicing, Even 
Under the Cross.  Sometimes life requires the astonishing patience of Job. Like him, 
we are to rejoice in the midst of affliction, be grounded in repentance under the cross 
of Christ, and hope relentlessly in His resurrection, that we might see “the purpose of 
the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). In the promise of 
the Gospel, therefore, “be patient” and “establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand” (James 5:7, 8). Like St. John the Baptist, whatever your own kind of 
prison or suffering may be, call upon Jesus and receive the strength of His Word from 
those He sends to you. For as “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,” so is the Good News of 
Jesus preached to you also (Matt. 11:5). He comes and restores the fortunes of Zion, 
His Holy Church, so that “sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is. 35:10). 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE  Divine Service Setting Four  Pg 203 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

OPENING HYMN “See This Wonder in the Making” LSB 593 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Run to Bethlehem” Wagner 

SERMON HYMN “Your Choice”    

SERMON “What Are We Waiting For?”  Isaiah 35; James 5; Matthew 11 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS/CHOIR ANTHEMS  
 “Come and Share” Leech  
 “Eat This Bread” Gabara`in 
  “From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come” LSB 358  
 “We Remember You” Dearman 

CLOSING HYMN “Your Choice”  

Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elders Dick Bluemer & Frank Yell 
A/V Dave Hutfilz 
Ushers       Paul Bohn, Roger Kade & Kevin Ross 
Acolyte     Jaedyn Mayer   
Greeters Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener  
Altar Guild  Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 

 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 89  Midweek Advent 11 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion 
$4,504 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $6,106 = Loose Plate $80, Envelopes $5,649, 
Mission $130, Maintenance $247; Cap Prj. $20. Resources for Rachel $418. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Dec 20- Nicole 
Miller; Dec 22- Doug Hollingsworth; Dec 24- Katrina Grossman, Joe Schiavone. 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth 
is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.”   1 
Chronicles 29:11 

Aubree Caroline Hildebrant, daughter of Cody and Sarah (Eggebrecht) Hildebrant 
will be received into the kingdom of grace through the sacrament of Holy Baptism 
administered this morning. Sponsors for Aubree are Caitlyn and Michael Mason. May 
this child, into whom the Holy Spirit places saving faith through this sacrament, nurture 
her all her life on God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper to be kept faithful to Jesus for 
eternity.   

Midweek Advent Services will be held on Wednesday, 18 at 7:00 pm. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 7:00 pm with Communion. Christmas 
Day Worship at 9:30 am. New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:00 pm with 
Communion.  

Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw them 
away! Indoor/outdoor string lights can be dropped off at the church office or the 
Richland Township office in Hemlock through January 15, 2019. Contact Mid 
Michigan Waste Authority with any questions at 989-781-9555.  

Chicken BBQ ~ You are invited to a little taste of summer on Sunday, January 
12, 2020.  The St. John Amelith Men's Athletic Club is once again barbecuing 
chicken at Valley Lutheran.  Dinner begins at 11:00 am and will be served until 
1:30 pm and includes real mashed potatoes, corn, a roll, homemade coleslaw, 
and pie.  Price is $11 for a half chicken meal or $9 for a quarter chicken 
meal.  Please consider joining us or order for take-out.  Proceeds will benefit 
the athletic, drama and music departments at Valley Lutheran.  Thank you for 
your support! 

Save the Date & Seeking donations!!  VLHS Benefit Dinner & Auction will 
take place Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Apple Mountain Conference 
Center. The theme is " CLUE: Secrets in the Grand Ballroom".   We are 
seeking items to be donated and put up for bid (merchandise, tickets, services, 
vacation homes, gift cards, etc.). Thank you for your past support!  Tickets will 
be available for purchase January 8, 2020. For further information or questions, 
please call Heidi Behnke at 790-1676 at Valley Lutheran High School.   

http://www.zionhemlock.org/

